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[bookmark: _GoBack]What is the genre of this story? What led you to this conclusion?
The song composition belongs to the classical genre. The song record has detailed repetitions of various phrases in every stanza and that is a sample characteristic of the genre. Another depiction is the uncomplicated straightforward texture and nature of the composition. The song also adopt story telling techniques that leave a lot to fragmentary and imagistic interpretation rather than extended and descriptive poses. 
What is your favorite part of the story of John Henry? Why?
I am intrigued by the part where John Henry prowess is a match for the steam drill. The song records that Henry and his hammer could hit fifteen feet while the drill could only hit nine. My interest in this part is because of the growing industrialization is replacing human labor with machine labor. This specific part shines the fact that human labor can be more effective than machine. Henry is portrayed as a man who won the competition between him and the steam drill, a recent invention at the time that had broken down.
John Henry was written in the 19th century. Discuss two historical events during that time which may have influenced this song.
One event that shaped the ballad about John Henry was the emancipation proclamation. As a free man from slavery, Henry struggled to find means to feed his family with minimal labor opportunities, as was the case for many of those freed from slavery. There is also the invention of the railways line. The drills hit by the hammer were meant for laying the railway lines. The railroad workers were put out of jobs with the invention of the steam drill. The steam technology was adopted to the locomotive themselves later.

Running Head: JOHN HENRY


 


 


1


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


John Henry by Harry Belafonte


 


Name of Student


 


Name of Institution


 


Date


 


 




Running Head: JOHN HENRY     1                   John Henry by Harry Belafonte   Name of Student   Name of Institution   Date    

